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The connection John O'Brlen draws in his atest
two and (espec ally) three-d mensional work to
Arshile Gorky is not slmply a matter of coattail

rid ng An intricate th nker engaged with form and

contour, 0'Bren looks closely at Gorky and severa

other significant artsts (the press reease mentions

Theodore Roszak and John Altoon) whose art he was

nformed by, but moved beyond sunea ism in a search

for a working method that p[esumed spontaneous

and virluoso response Ne ther mind nor hand should

seem to have abored ln the actual producton of

the ar[ryork, only in ts concepton. ln fact, ]n ths
regard, O'Brlen's work most cosely resembes that

of yet another impuisrve, brill ant, and technlcally

stunnng modern master, Deter Roth Cedanly the

walworks, mlnor-maged photographs (the bottom

a pale refiecton of the top) knitted together with
just the right amount of handwork, recall Roth's

elaborate drawing-co age objects and books with

their swirlng trails and eccentric structures, 0'Bren
contnues this expansive but studled approach ln

hs sculptures, table-like c0nstructions from which

erupt peculiar, vague y f gura lrn""ar shapes which

apparently relate to Gorky's palntings of women,
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