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eeing only two pieces on a slngle wall"un nar.e u
gallery visltor a blt n€rvous on the way in, but Kar Erickson and
Andra, Falkowskis nostalgicalt reimagln€d poftaits of Louis XIV
and Naool€on ars €ach powerlul on th6lr own-and w€re wen

more so as a palr. As a result this show mads empires olany age seem as
tun as th€y are inlsresting.

E ickson s take on Louis XIV is a lalch hookecl yam rendedng, hanging
with a sag, ol Rgaud's portrait ol ihe king, suggestng ine tapesiry and'70s
shag. The image is plxilaied, theiace burred by pasty pinkand green lingors
of yam; lhe backsoind has tleen replaced wilh an abslract red and orange
swirl, Th€ opllence of Louis s flrs and siks has boen overtak€n by ths tacky
glamou of the pasiels Erckson usos to shade ih6 kng's whiie_stockngad
legs. E ckson3 process allows those l€gs, and th€ do\ tndght l€wd pGtu.e
th6y support, to r€\,€al themse[€s as adv€rtsemens lor the lush clesirability

Faikowskih Napol€on is based on David's depiction ol ths soon'to_be
emoororb trek across the Alps, That paiming, showing a gold-and-blue
wraoped Napo €on Bonapa e on a massive white warhorse d€ws the sye up
and !o the left, lol owing the sublect's index finger loward glofy FaLkowski has
distorted and roiated th€ image so that e\,€rythirE as pointing strargl't down.
1's allplnk, and tho all-caps phrase "lFEELLIKE IWNWHEN lLosE" tumbles
down th6 canvas in crooked pulp e. Thb wihllv ambiguoLrs yrc comes lrom
AB&A3 disco poo monster hit 'Watenoo,' where lt dtes a cr€scen€lo b€fore
cmshing into an exuberant chorus aboul hopeless ron|ance ln upsido-down
coniext. Naooleon ooks almosi biiter y sril tlen
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Karr Erick.on, rouie xv, acry ic yam dd caN€s msh, 72 x 43', 2008.
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